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This book is addressed to the advanced student of chemistry and to 
research chemists. It attempts to convey knowledge about concepts, 
methods, starting materials and some target molecules, which are 
thought to be important to modern organic synthesis. Also, the appli- 
cation of this knowledge to retrosynthetic analysis and the design of 
synthesis plans is described. Important concepts are summarized at 
the beginning of each chapter. They include the synthon approach, 
systematic evaluation of the arrangement of functionality, strategies to 
achieve regio- and stereoselectivity in carbon-carbon bond formation 
and functional group conversions, strategies to enforce thermodyna- 
mically unlikely reactions and retrosynthetic analysis. Criteria for the 
selection of methods were generality, simplicity and didactic useful- 
ness. Generality implies that the method has been applied in complex 
syntheses, simplicity means that the method is not too time consum- 
ing, and didactic usefulness points to principles of selectivity control 
which the authors want to demonstrate. 
A list of commercial starting materials tells the chemist working in n 

organic synthesis what industry is able to do for him and a 
selection of more complex procedures shows what he may 
aim for. 
To obtain this book please write to your local bookseller or to: 
Verlag Chemie GmbH, P.O. Box 1260/1280, D-6940 Weinheim, Federal Republic of Germany 

Customers in USA, Canada, Central and South America please write to: 
Verlag Chemie International Inc., 1020 N. W. Sixth Street, Deerfield Beach, FL 33441, USA lh 
Customers in the UK and Eire please write to: 
The Royal Society of Chemistry, Distribution Centre, Blackhorse Road, Letchworth, Herts. SG6 1 HN. 
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